[Ximelagatran: a promising new drug for oral anticoagulation].
Ximelagatran is the first orally available direct thrombin inhibitor. Ximelagatran is a pro-drug with an antithrombotic effect comparable to that of warfarin. Clinical studies have demonstrated that ximelagatran is as effective as warfarin in the prevention of deep-vein thrombosis, of stroke in patients with nonvalvular atrial fibrillation, and of the adverse cardiovascular events in patients with recent myocardial infarction. Ximelagatran can be administered without any need of laboratory test.